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The facts 
● House Bill 20 gives the legislature the opportunity to cancel Memorandums of Understanding 

that the Wyoming Game and Fish Department enters into with the federal government about 
sensitive species. MOUs are agreements between parties that usually outline the roles and 
responsibilities in implementing agency activities. 

● HB 20 also requires that such MOUs be reviewed by the Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and 
Cultural Resources Committee, and states that the MOUs are subject to legislative cancellation. 
 

What’s broke that this bill fixes?  
Nothing. 

● No specific past incident identified. The Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources 
Committee did not identify a single instance of concern with a past Game and Fish Department 
MOU. Instead, they used an example from another agency that is unrelated to this bill. 

● No real transparency problem. The Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources 
Committee claims that the public doesn’t know about these MOUs, but they are all reviewed 
before the Game and Fish Commission in a public forum where the public has opportunity to 
comment. They are public documents available to anyone who asks for them. 

 
What is this bill really about then?  
Political interference with wildlife management.  

● Checks and balances already exist for the Game and Fish Department. It is governed by the 
Game and Fish Commission, which is a semi-independent board that makes decisions for the 
agency. The Governor nominates the members of the Commission and the Senate has to 
confirm those appointments. In addition, the Governor submits three names to the Commission 
as his choices for the Director, and the Commission chooses from those names. 

● Legislators are looking for greater control over the agency. Regardless of this, bill proponents 
stated they want greater oversight of the Game and Fish Department and “to have teeth to our 
oversight.”  

 
More problems  
● Legislative micro-management in executive branch activities violates separation of powers. MOUs 

outline activities that the agency uses to implement policies. Past Game and Fish Department 
MOUs contain details such as data collection and sharing, coordination of wildlife monitoring, 
research coordination and sharing, staffing coordination to implement various activities, etc. 
Legislators are trying to put themselves in the place of our wildlife experts. 

● Jeopardizes the state’s interests when developing cooperative agreements. Making MOUs subject 
to legislative review and cancellation harms our ability to negotiate in good faith and work 
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cooperatively with the federal government to avoid future species listings. Delays can impair 
federal funding and the ability to conduct field work and surveys. 

 
House Bill 20 creates another layer of bureaucracy and politicizes wildlife management. 

The legislature already has a tool at its disposal for policy oversight:  
it’s called legislation. 

 
Please contact your State Representatives and Senators 

and urge them to oppose HB 20! 
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